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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

MOTION—COAL INDUSTRY,
Tu Inquire by Royal Commission,

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [4.33]: I
move——

That in the opinion of this House a Royai
Commission should be appeinted to inquire
into and report upon the coal industry of the
State, and particularly regarding—

1, The preseut position of the coal industry,
inclunding the production, carriage, distribw-
tion, bunkering, and sale of coal;

2, The capitalisation of collieries and other
related enterprises in whole or in part by
persons or corporatious interested in the coal
imlustry;

3, The cost of production, inclnding inter-
est, rent, rovulties, commissions, salarics,
wages, railway and shipping freights, and
all other expenditure;

4, The profits or losses of collieries and
other related ewterprizes controlled in whole
or in part by persons or corporations in-
terested in the eoal industry;

3, The efliciency of management, market-
ing and eontrol, including business methods,
keeping of acvounts, method of mining, and
the utilisation of by-prodnets;

6, The efficiency of labour and the effects
of the limitation of output and of intermit-
tency of employment upon the employecs,
upon wage standards, and upou costs of pro-
duction;

¥, The importation of coal into the State,
the relative values of imported and State
eoals, and the possibilities of establishing a
bunkering trade with local coal;

8, Tite economiv valnes of State and im-
ported roals, and any adjustments of the
costs of preduction and other relevant factors
which are necessary to make coal available
to the community at a price corresponding to
its ceonomic value:

8, The conditions relating to the formation
of colliery companies operating in the State,
to examine hooks, aceounts, contracts, and
agreements, relating to the production and
salo of coal, including fees, commissions, and
other charges on sale costs, and report
thereon:
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10, The agreements, if any, betwcen per-
seny or cotmpauies having tor their objective
the fixation of prices or of anything in the
nnture of restraint of trade;

11, The effect of the present price of coal
on rajlway freights and on industry within
the State;

12, The possibility of recovering and ex-
ploiting thr market for hunker coal,
As the Leader of the House has already
indicated that the Government ave satisfied
that an investigation should be made into
the coal industry, I feel sure the House will
pass this metion. If such an inquiry is
held, it should be conducted by a Royal
Comumission, so that the evidence can be
taken on oath. T should like to see a judge
of the Supreme Court appointed as Com-
missioner.  This would mean a saving of
expense. It may be argued that the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission will
mean considerable expenditure bhefore the
report is presented. 1 contend, however,
that the saving that can De effected when
all the facts connected with the coal in-
dustrv are ventilated will represent hund-
reds of thousands of pounds, directly or
indireetly, to the State. Our coa! is a na-
tional asset, and practically the lifeblood of
industry. 1 have no desire to see New
South Wales coal imported, and I do not
think anyone who has read the remarks [
made before on this subjeet ecounld have in-
ferred from them that I had such a thing
in view. 1 certainly compared the value of
Newcastle coal with Western Australian
coal, but that is all. Jr. Drew stated that
I talked ahout making contracts with New
South Wales collieries. I did nothing of
the kind. I made comparison between the
two coals, such as was necessary in order
to get at the true position of the coal in-
dustry in this State. Mr. Drew also said
that if the Collier Government did wrong
in following the example of the Mitchell
CGlovernment, I was to a certain extent to
blame. He went on to say that “dr. Miles
has been in Parliament since 1921. This
agreement was disewssed publiely and com-
mented upon in the Press in 1921, and sub-
sequently; yet the hon. member remained
silent in his seat during the whole of that
fime, so far as I ean diseover, and offered
no personal comment upon the matter.”
This remark of Mr. Drew’s was most un-
called for. Although T did not persounally
refer to the matter before, that was no rea-
son why either the late Governmeni or the
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present Governmeni should not have taken
some action to protect the interests of the
State. Instead of the ex-Leader of the
House trying to ridicule me for bringing
this matter forward, he should bave com-
mended me for having done so. I have pre-
viously stated that when tenders were called,
none was received. I pointed out that under
the system in vogue Trades Hall seemed to
dominate the position. I stated that Trades
Hall decided what eoal the Commissioner
of Railways should take, and went so far as
to say that if the coal was not taken on the
calorific value they would not mine it. These
questions require full investigation.  The
Commissioner of Railways must be free
from political and Trades Hall control. All
members of the House must agree that this
is necessary. That phase of the guestion
should be thoroughly investigated to find
out how it is trade unions seem to have so
much power in this respect. Another point
I wish to be dealt with is in regard to the
output of coal. Tt is stated that over
500,000 tons are used annually. I am sure
the figure-is correct, becaunse it appears in
the report of the Royal Commission on coal
in New South Wales, and this document
gives our State figures. I wish to quote
from the remarks of the member for Collie
(Mr. Wilson) when he was dealing with the
price of coal and the wages earned by the
miners. The extract is dated 15th February,
1930, and the headings are “The Coal In-
dustry, Economic Position, Collie and Wil-
ga.” The member in question said—

In my opinion there i no need for a cut
in the men’s wages. Let me illustrate what
I mean. The average selling price in the
Maitlan@ coal ficlds is 23, a ton, and the
average tonnage price paid to the miner for
getting the coal is 3s. 2d, The average selling
price in the Collie mining distriet is 18s. 6d.
per ton, and the Collie miner gets 3s, 10d,

per ton. Surely to the initinted there is food
for reflection on the above figures.

The point 1 wish to refer to is the 3s. 10d.
per ton that Mr. Wilson states the Collie
miner receives for hewing the coal, 1 have
been abused by one or two sections of the
community, who often do abuse those who
are endeavouring to do good for the coun-
try, and the .country only. I have been ac-
cused of being partisan. I do pot know
which party I am supposed to be support-
ing in making this request for a Royal Com-
mission. My colleague, Sir Edward Wit-
tencom, stated that the railways were show-
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ing too great a loss altogether, and that the
Commissioner should be instructed to make
them pay. I quite agree with that remark.
The hon. member can assist me by support-
ing this request for a Royal Commission.
I want to free the Commissioner from the
domination of Trades Hall. If this inquiry
1s held, a great saving to the country can
be effected, the coal will still be supplied to
the Railway Department, the miners will
get a fair wage, and the shareholders of the
companies wifl get a fair return. I have
here a statement made by Mr. Johnsom,
Chairman of the Amalgamated Collieries.
He is directly interested, but I have no in-
terest in the industry except as a taxpayer.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He is not a miner.

Hon, G. W. MILES: Neo. This is the
report from the newspaper. It says—

Wlen My Miles’s statement was brought
this morning under the natice of Mr, Walter
Johnson, managing director of the Amal-
gamated Collieries, W.A., Ltd.,, he contenteil
himself with the following brief and pointeil
obgervation: ‘'l am much teo engrossed in
trying to make both ends meet in Cellie, that
is, to make our income meet our oufgeing,
to worry about the windy inaccuracies ot

My, Geo. Miles, Some humourist has evi-
dently Deen pulling the hon. gentleman's
log',,

I will deal with Mr. Johnson directly and
show how greatly interested he is in this
business, and why he probably does not
want & Royal Commission to inguire into
the profits his eompanies are making. I
look upon these companies as a monopoly
vonstituting a restraint of trade. Here is
another newspaper cutting emanating from
Collie, as follows:—

Strong resentment is felt locally at the re-

marks of Mr. G. Miles, M.L.C,, during his
Parliamentary outburst involving the coal
industry of Collie. The opinion is freely cx-
pressed that Mr, Miles has stepped blindly
into a subject of whieh he has little know-
ledge, and, as is often the ease in such cir-
cumstances, nothing but harm can come from
his remarks. The trend of Mr. Miles's talk,
it is considercd, is distinctly partisan,
I do mnot know whether the =ecretary of
the Railway Union thinks I am opposed to
the workers. I am up against the profi-
teers, just as much as T wish to see that the
worker gives a fair day’s work for a fair
day’s pay. ] .

Hon. W, H. Kitson: It is a pity you
have not always been that way.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I bave always ad-
vocated a fair day’s work for a fair day's
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pay, but we have not always got it. The

extract goes ou--

The ire of miners is roused by the eclaiin of
extravagant earnings, for throughout the
winter many have averaged little more than
£3 10s. a week. When asked to comment
upon the newspuper report, the seeretary of
the Coal Miners® Union (Mr. F1. Whittaker)
suid that he was conferring with his execu-
tive upon the matter, and ontil chen ne was
not in & position to make any official state-
ment, He regretted, however, the unfair and
intecurate nature of Mr. Miles's talk aud 1ta
complete inadvisableness,

My atteck was taken from the files, and it
has been commented upon by the Press of
the Btate, and the Press of the State are
demanding the appointment of a Royal
Commission. If the Collie miners have no-
thing to hide and if Mr. Johnson has
nothing to -hide—and each section eclaims
that there is nothing to hide—why this out-
burst? Why are fhey not prepared to
agree to the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission of ingquiry? No one desires to see
the Collie miners paid a starvation wage;
they should receive a fnir wage for a fair
day’s work, Personally T desiie that the
people who have invested their money in
the Collie mines shall get a fair return. To
follow up the question of the ontput of
500,000 tons, Mr. Wilson quotel 18s. 6d. per
ton as the average price on the 15th Fehrn-
ary, 1930. I will quote 16s. per ton as my
hasis. At that rate the return on 500,000 tons
of Collie coal works out at £400,000. My,
Wilson, M.L.A,, says that the miners get
3s. 104. per ton. I am dealing with the
matter in round figures and will take it
that the miners get 4s. per ton, which is 24.
more than Mr. Wilson says thexr get. On
that basis, it will be seen the miners get
£100,000. Of course they are not getiing
d4s.—so that thex actually rveceive slightly
less than £100,000, but that makes the ecase
I indieate ali the stronger. Let us allow
6s. for management and overhead expenses
and payment to wheelers. T assume that
the management get 30 per cent. more than
the miners. It seems to me outrageous that
the management should get more thau the
workers. On the 50 per ecent. basis, how-
ever, the amount involved works out at
£150,000. The capital of the Amalgamated
Collieries, Ltd., is £250,000, made up of
50,000 ordinary sharves and -250,000 prefer-
ence shares, earrving interest from 8 to 10
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per cent. 1 understand that the preference
shareholders have received their 10 per
cent. dividends.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are those shares
all paid up? ’

Hon, G. W. MILES: Yes. I will deal
with that phase. Taking 10 per cent. on the
capital, that accounts for £25,000, If we
allow a similar percentage for depreciation
and reserves, we have another £25,000, and
these totals bring the figure up to £3060,000.
That leaves £100,000 standing. What be-
comes of that money? That is a point that
the Royal Commission should investigate.
I claim that when the figures are taken out,
we will find that the Collie mine owners
could probably sell their eoal to the State
at £50,000 to £100,000 less. Allowing that
the companies should make 20 per eent. on
their capital and shouwld be able to write
off 20 per cent. to reserves, there will still
vemain  £50,000 over nnd above these
fignres. That is roughly the position as I
see it, and I desire a Royal Commission
to be appointed having power to investigate
those figures and to ascertain what it costs
the Collie companies to mine the coal. In
submitting this motion, I have given the
particulars fully, as I do not want any ex-
vuse to be raised, shonld a Royal Commis-
sion be appointed, that the Commission will
not have power to inguire into this phase
or that phase. In framing my motion, I
have largely done so on the basis of the in-
struetions to the Royval Commission in New
South Wales. What I have already indi-
eated is sufficient to warrant the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission. Although it
may cost £1,000 or £2,000 to carry out the
investigation, and it will probably be said
that as the contracts have been signed for
three years, nothing can be done until the
end of that period, it has to be puinted out
that it takes time to arrange such an in-
auirv, and an investigation should be car-
ried out at once. If that he done,
we shall be able to find out if it
is neeessary to have further mines
opened up so that we may have
competition in the trade and eoal sup-
plied to the public at a reasonable price.
That alone should warrant investigation.
1 will gquote some extracts from the report
of the Royal Commission that inquired
into the coal industry in New South Wales,
TUnder the heading of “Production Costs,
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Working Expenses, Prolits and Capital,”
the report contains the following:—

The cost of production depends upon many
factors. }f, for instance, there is excessive
intermittency of employment, high wage
rates do not uneeessarily atford an opportunity
for large earnings.

I desire to quote that part particularly to
indicate to my miney friends that I am not
out to secure a reduction of their wages.
I want them to receive a fair day™s pay. I
believe the industry is in a position to pay
a fair day's wage for a fair day’s work,
and if the Royal Commission were appointed
we might be able to find that we could get
loeal coal for the people at a fairer price
than has bheen charged in the past. Then
the report contains the following:—

Published balanve sheets and profit and
loss accounts afford very little useful in-
formation for the purpose of an inquiry such
as this, and when efforts arc made to ascer-
tain the real financial position of the indus-
try by an intensive examination of all the
books and records, so miny difficulties are
presented that in some respects time will not
permit wmore than vcarefully prepared esti-
mates where there should be facts. This is
the case when attempting to arrive at Lhe
amount of capital employed in the production
and marketing of coal, and when determining
the important question of proper deprevia-
tion allowances. At the same fime, it should
be stated that the colliery proprictors, per-
somally and through their associations, have
given the fullest co-operation and assistance
in the task of elucidating and eoping with
the difienlties that have arisen.

The report also says—

Having reganl to the public importanve of
the coal industry, and to the Fact that ocea-
siong arise for inquiry into its finuncial posi-
tien, we again strongly recommend that ob-
stacles to a prompt and acenrate investiga-
tion, whichh have appeared now and on other
occasions, should be obviated for the future
by compelling colliery proprietors to adopt a
uniform system of Thockkeeping and to
furnish returus to some Government au-
thority annunally or at shorter specified inter-
vals, providing full details of the ecosts,
profits, capital, and such other information
ns may be required.

The Roval Commission dealt with the cost
of production of coal, including interest,
rent, vovalty, rommission, salaries, wages,
railway and shipping freight~, craneage,
and all other expenditure, and the profits
or losses of collieries and alse with the capi-
talisation of collieries. Those are some of
the headings that T want inquired into here,

[COUNCIL.]

Then the report sets out particulars o ex-
penditure that were obtained in respect of
the following separate items ecovered by
production, distribution and admini«tra-
tion, as follows:—

Preoduetion—Wages and salaries at mine;
rates on mining properties; land tax om
mining properties; rovalties paicd; reseu. sta-
tion levies; stores and materials: repairs;
workers®, fire, and other insurance; family
endowments; eleetrie power; horse replace-
ments; freight and eartage (inwards<): cther
production cxpenses.

Distribution,—Traction;
selling expenses; wagon hire;
other expenses of distribution.

Administration.—Directors’ fees; saluries;
office rent; general expenses.

and

leave;

cominission
wan

The only way we ean secure that informa-
tion is by mesans of a Royal Commission.
Another point that will have to be consid-
ered relates to depreciation reserves. In
the report of the New South Wales Royal
Commission there is the following para-
graph under that heading:—

After arriving at what were considervd to
he the eorreet figures to be brought to ae-
count in respeet of production, distribution,
and administration charges, and revenue
properly applicable to coal operations, it was
necegsary to determine the figures to be in-
cluded in respect of depreciation. Consider-
able difficulty was experienced in arriving
at what, in our minds, was a reusonable
charge to be allowed in this eonnection, hav-
ing due regard to the nature of the plant, its
life, and use. The amount which was allowed
for depreciation varied with the nature of
the plant wpon which the charge was to he
made,  The life set opposite each was
attributed to the following classes of plant,
namely—

20 veurs.

Mige plant and machinery ..
. 30 zezrs.

Wagons ..

R0 the figure T have quoted—10 per cent.
for depreciation—is more than ample to
deal with that phase and, according *o the
report of the New South Wales Roral tiom-
mission it is not necessary for such a lnrge
snm to he provided for writing off o ae-
count of depreciation. There i= another
point I would like fo deal with and [ will
guote from a leading article appearing ip
the “West Australion” of the 18th Febru-
ary, 1930, which has a bearing on the gque~-
tion. The article is hecaded, “The State’s
Coal” and there is the following paragrapk
in it:—

There remaina to be considered the possi-

bility of exploitation hy the existing col
lieries, if they were given what would he
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virtually a monopoly of production. Hitherto
Irives for Collie coal have been determined,
directly or indirectly, by the Commonwealth
Coal tribunal. Kven with the removal of
this safeguard, the circumstances are sueh as
almost to preclude the possibility of monopo-
Vistic exploitation. The very life of the in-
dustry is dependent upon Government orders,
and the Commissioner of Railways, as the
consumer of 80 per cent. of the output, is in
as strong a position to dictate terms to one
or two companies as to a dozen. The State’s
possession of adequate reserves of eoal would,
moreover, strengthen its bargaining powers
in the event of excessive prices being de-
manded.

Another quotation 1 wish to make is from
the “Daily News” of 11th November, 1926,
The article was published during the pro-
gress of the D’arliamentary debates on the
Collie coal question at that time. Inecluded
in the veport is the following:—

In the Parliamentary debate on the eoal
contract Mr. A, A. Wilsen, M.L.A., mewmber
for Collie, is reported as follows (see ‘‘Han-
sard,’” 15th session, 1923, page 1402): *‘The
mistake is that the new agreement excludes
new fields from its operations for the mext
three years. The old agreement had a clanse
which set forth that the Commissioner was
entitled to use 20 per cent. of a portion of
the department’s consumption for the pur-
prose of helping the development of new fields,
or of new mines discovered at Collie or else-
where,”'

In  the same ‘‘Hansard,”’ page 1431,
Mr. Collier (a previous Minister) says:
““Three years ago the C‘ommissioner, in a
minite instructing the Chicf Mechanieal En-
gineer to prepare a draft, specially directed
that provision should be made for 20 per
cent. of our requirements being left out of
the contract. In the event of new mines
being discovered, and having regard to the
possibility of briquetting, and of pulverised
coal, he desired to have the margin of 20 per
cent. so that he might alloeate the percentage
to anvthing that might develop.®’

Since at the time of the contract, the re-
serve order had not been devoted to briquet-
ting, or pulverising, or alloited to new mincs
at Collie or elsewhere, one is quite justified
in the statement made aceording to the au-
theritics quoted, and undoubtedly they must
have known. The two most objectionable
features of the new rontract were the cxeci-
sion of the 20 per cent. reserve roal order,
and the elimination by omission of the
hitherto existing three months® netice of
cancellation elause.

That is another phase that should be in-
quired into by the Royal Commission.
Why was the three months' eancellation
clause omitted from the contract sometime
hack? The provision regarding the 20 per
cent. has heen veinstated but the three
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months notiee of cancellation clause has
been deleted altogether. Had the latter

clause been included in the new econtract,
we would now have been in the happy posi-
tion of being able to negotiate with the coal
owners. Instend of that, we have a con-
tract signed for a period of three years,
and the hands of the Government are tied.
Everyone realises the present position. We
are going through a financial erisis, and yet
we are tied up with the coal owners for
three vears! That phase of the question
requires a thorongh investigation, The
three-year contract was made against the
wishes of the Commissioner of Railways,
who desired a 12-months’ contract so that
the varieties of coal conld he investigated.
But the Collier Government had the con-
tract signed prior to their leaving office.
That phase of the question should also be
inquired into. Regarding the ceal from
the Griffin mine the Commissioner of Rail-
wnys has tested that ‘coal and says that for
steaming purposes it has 20 per cent. less
value than coal from some of the uther
mines. On the other band, the owners of
the Griffin mine say that their coal has
never had a fair test. That furnishes an-
other reason why the Royal Commission
should he appointed. The Commissioner
gave the Griffin Company notice of eancellu-
tion and the present Government isaved in-
structions that the railways were to
continue to take 400 toms of Griffin
coal a week during the winter months.
In fairmess to the Commissioner of
Railways that should be investigated
by an impartial teibunal, In fact, it
is the only way by which the matter can
he sifted. It is no nse having an Inguiry
into certain phases and allowing others to
vremain untouched. Therefore I hope the
House will agree to carry the motion and
that the Government will aet promptly and
appoint a Roval Commission, There is an
extract taken from the file which T think
I should guote again. It is as follows:—

The following ¢omparisons are given in re-
gard to the counsumption, payment for, and
practical value of the four coals included in
present contrast. Taking the best mine (Wes-

tralian) from the department’s viewpoint as
the unit, we find that— )
Consumption: Westralia, 100; Co-operative,
1053; Proprietary, 110; Cardiff, 120,
Firebox wvalue per ton: 19s, 18s. 1d., 17s.
ad., 138, 10d.
Contract price:
17s, 3d.

19s., 18s. 11d., 18s. 44,
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Over-payment per ton: —, 10d..
1s, 5d.

Based on the econsumption of coal for 1927-
258 from the three mines last mentioned, it is
obvious that, compared with the price paid
for the Westralian coal, the department was
involved in a heavy loss.

Is. 14,

Approximate consumption from the three.

mines and estimated loss ro the department
on last year's figures are as under:—

Co-operative wmine: Consumption, 53,000
tons; loss per ton, 104d.; total £2200.

Proprietary: 129,000 tons; loss, 1s. 1d. per
ton; total, £7,000.

Cardiff: 33,000 tons; loss per ton, 1s. 3d.:
total, £3,700.

Total loss: £12,900.

Ag the contracts are for three vears, the
loss (£12,900) requires to be wmitiplied by
three, or, approximately, £39000, over the
whole period.

These facts in themselves are sufficient jus-
tification for the appointment of z Roval
Comuwission. There are many other phases
of the guestion in addition. Mr, Whittaker,
an officer of the Miners’ Union, had also
some comments to make. He said:—

There had heen a lot of talk and allega-
tions floating around the Collie distriet. Mr.
Ewing had come to Collie and had informed
them that the results of the tests were all
wrong. According to the talk that was going
on, everyvbody seemed to be liars, rogues and
thieves, The remarks got cirenlated about
the district. Thexy had been told that the
Griflin Coy. had not heen given a fair deal.
and his executive desired that an inquiry
should be held. They thought the company
shonld have heen represented when the coal
tests were carried out.

That is a nice statement to come from a re-
sponsible gentleman, and it, too, should he
investizated.

Hon. J. Ewing: Tt is not true.

Hon, G. W. MILES: I have only guoted
Mr. Whittaker’s statement, which appears
on the file.

Houn. J. Ewing: Utterly untrne.
Hon. G. W. MILES: Tt is what he says,
Hon. J. Ewing: T wish to deny it.

Hon. G. W, MILES: Any way, it should
be investizated by a Roval Commission. A
weekly newspaper comments in  these
words—

Already thex appear to be suliject to ugree-
1aent Yetween the voal companies, the A LP.,
the CUollie Miners' Upion, the Engine-drivers,
Firemen and Cleaners”™ Vnion, the Minister
for Railwayvs, anl sometimes the Commis-
gioner of Railwavs. Faree as well as finan-
cial tragedy is o Ceature of this gmazing
muddle.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. . B. Williams:
vou reading from?

Hon. G W. MILES: “Troth,” and it's
the whole truth, and nothing but the trath.

Hon. C. B. William«: You will get your
photo. in “Truth” if vou don’t look out.

Hon, G. W. MILES: Evervthing that T
have quoted has been taken from the file,
and if members will take the tronble to go
through the file, they will find everything
there,

Hon. C. B. Williams: What sort of an
authority is that paper?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I have not said that
the paper is an aunthority; T have read from
its eolumns extracts made from the file. The
paper wants to know why no action has
been taken. The House shonld alss know,
and we members should not tolerate the
position as it ix. The whole matfer needs
to be inguired into from the ineeption of the
amalgamation of the colleries.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Will not that neces-
sitate inquiry in London where the company
way floated?

Hon. G. W, MILES: It has been said
that fabulous prices have been pzid for
some of the mines, and I have before me a
list of those who control this organisation.
The capital is £250,000, made up of 50,000
ordinary £1 shares and 200,000 preference
£1 shares. All the shares arve fully paid.

Hon, E. H, Harris: Did you say there
were 50,000 shareholders?!

Hon. G. W. MILES: No, 50,000 ordiu-
arv shares. I ean give the hon. member the
names of the sharehelders who have been
getting their dividends of 8 to 10 per cent.
Allowing {or depreciation, there is an
amount of rouchiv €100,000 about which the
(Government should know somethine. We
should know what hecomes of it, so that the
railways might zet their coal for £30,000
per annum less than ther are paying at the
present time. Tven then the company could
pay 20 per cent. dividends instead of 10
per vent, Here are the names of some of
the sharveholders-—J. P. Dwver, Solicitor,
B30 shares; Rev., P. U. Henn, 250 shares;
W. Johnson, 26,075 shares. Inecidentally,
this is the gentleman who controls the am-
algamation, and who referred to my pre-
vious speech on this subject as “windy in-
acenracies,” He is the man who is manipu-

Which paper are
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lating these profits through having no com-
petition.

Hon. E. H. Harris: 1n the interests of the
shareholders?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I do not know; it
wilt be for a Royal Commission to say what
he is doing. Then we find the P. & O, Steam
Navigation Company of England holds
17,000 shares; Johnson & Lynn, Limited, of
Perth, shipping agents, hold 4,800 shares;
F. R. Thomas, 850 shares; Sir Edward
Wittenoom, 500 shares. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom is the gentleman who wents to see
our railways run on business lines. Then
there is FH. G. Lumb, 100 shares; D. J.
Coleman, 100 shares; R. G. Lynn, 100
shares; and G. V. Johnson 100 shares. That
makes the total of 50,000 ordinary shares,
of which Johnson & Lynn hold over 130,000,

Hon. C. B. Williams: What is the value
of the shaves on the market?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I do not know, The
list of preference shareholders shows thai
the shares are held in England and Austra-
lia, and in other parts of tke Empire.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are there any other
parsons amongst the shareholders?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The Rev. J. W,
Grove, of Melbourne, holds 250 shares, and
I think Archbishop Clune is a shareholder
alzso, but that is neither here nor there; it
is nice to see all these people taking an in-
terest in a Western Australian company.

Hon. €. B. Williams: AYe there any
Presbyterian ministers’ names in the list?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I have said suffi-
cient, 1 think, to show the need for the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission. What
we want to find ont is the price at which this
coal can be supplied, whether we can get it
at a cheaper rate, and allow the Commis-
sioner of Railways to negotiate for the sup-
ply of coal, but not on the terms and condi-
tions disclosed by the file, and to prevent
trade wunionists from saying the elass of
coal that is to be used, and the price to be
paid. Assuming Grifin coal is what the
Royal Commission may declare it to be, and
the Griffin company are prepared to sell
it at a lower rate, the Commissioner should
be allowed to take it, and not have to sub-
mit to the dictation of the unions who de-
clare that the coal for the railways must
have a certain calorific value. The union
shonid not bhe permitted to play into the
hands of any capitalistie concern, and I re-
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peat what I said on a previous oceasion that
this is an upholy alliance between capital
and labour that should be investigated by a
Royal Commission. I hope the House will
agree to the motion.

HON, SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.13]: T second
the motion for the appointment if a Royal
Commission. M, Miles has given very good
reasons why an investigation should be
made. We have been told the price now
paid for Collie coal and the price paid pre-
viously, both quotations being at the pit's
mouth, and we have been told the price
quoted in New South Wales for Newcastla
coal is considerably less than that quoted
in Western Australia for Collie coal. An
important factor to be borne in mind is
that it has been definitely stated that 155
tons of Collie coal are required to equal
100 tons of Newcastle coal. That is one
of the chief reasons why 1 consider the
House should agree fo the motion.

Hon., G. Fraser: Do not you want Collie
coal nsed??

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Un-
doubtedly. I am just as keen a snpporter
of the use of Western Australian produets
as any other mwan is, but there is a limit
to the prices we should pay for those pro-
ducts. That npplies to other things as well
as to coal. By all means let us give a pre- -
terence, and even a big preferenee, to our
own products; but we may pay too dearly
for preference, as apparently in the ease
of Collie conl. I am not here to advoeate
= reduetion in the price paid to miners for
hewing the coal—an arduous task for which
they should be ressonably paid. At the
same time this House is to a certain extent
the custodian of the rights of the whole
people, and, as My. Miles has said, coal is
one of the chief requisites to the develop-
ment and prosperity of the entire State.
Another important factor to be considered
js the loss sustained by the State as a whole
in regard to the bunkering trade, which
some years ago, having been fostered, grew
to large dimensions. We are now told that
the trade has practieally ceased owing to
the high price of Collie ceal. It is natural to
suppose that if a higher price has to be
paid for Western Australian coal, which is
considerably inferior to New South Wales
coal, steamers irading between the ports
will prefer the hetter coal at the lower
price. Complaints have also been made
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with regard to Griftin coal. Most of us do
not kuow whether the statements made by
either side are correct or incorreet. A Royal
Commission would easily decide the matter.
If a coal mining company such as the Gritfin
Company has been established, it has as
much right to consideration as any of the
older companies. Possibly at some fniure
time a coal mine may be developed in the
Irwin district. TUnder the terms of the ex-
isting contraet it would be impossible for
the Railway Department to take any coal
from the Irwin district. This is another
curtailmeni of the rights of the people. and
an infringement of the prineiple of placing
our products at the disposal of the whole
community at the lowest possible prices. It
has heen asserted that there is mo need to
appoint a Roval Commission because a ¢oal
contract has bheen let for a period of three
vears. I support the motion hecanse I be-
lieve that now is the time to take steps to
ensure that the present or some future Gov-
ernment will have the whole of the facts
hefore them when deciding upon what terms
contraets shall he let for the various coals
required for our railways and other Gov-
ernment purposes. Under the last contraet
the supply of coal had practically run out.
As most of us know, it is impossible to keep
large stocks of Collie conl. The Government
then were practically forced to let a con-
tract for coal under the conditions now ob-
.faining. I wish fo obviate the coercion
which was put upon the previous Govern-
ment, and which may be put npon a later
Government. The evidence which wounld be
gathered by the Royal Commission would
furnish any Government in power with all
the knowledge necessary for the letting of
farther contracts. T agree with what Mr.
AMiles has said as to interference with the
Railway Commissioner in the making of
contracts for coal. It is true that the Gov-
ernment, having the interests of the whole
ol the people at heart, should do all they
possihly ean fo assist our own industries;
but if we find that those industries are com-
bining in order to create fietitious prices,
the Commissioner ought to have power to
call for tenders so as to keep within fair
aud reasonable lmits the activities of those
wha have the power to control an industry.
We hold the Cownnissioner responsible for
the defirit= on the working of the railway
system, md nevertheless tell him what coal
he zhould buy, and how mnch he shall pay
for it, and further permit the unions to tel
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him how mueh he shall take trom each of
the various mines. It is time that the mat-
ter was taken irom the control of any
cutside organisation. The (ommissioner is
the huyer, not the seller, of a certain pro-
duet. On the last oceasion when he called
for tenders, not one of the mines re-
sponded. The refusal of the wmine
owners tuv respoud to the call for tenders
is in itself sullicient to show that there is at
work a comhination which is not in the
best interests of the eommunity as a whole,
Let us give the miners fair and reasonable
treatment, and also let the shareholders
have a fair and reasonable return ‘for the
money they have invested; but at the same
time let us give the people a fair and reas-
onable coal at a price fonnded upon ealori-
fic value.

On motion hy Minister for
Water Supplies, debate adjourned.

Country

BILL—HIGH SOHOOL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Assembly without

amendment.

BILL—BEES.

Necond Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES {Hon. (. V. Baxter
—EBast) [-3.‘_’3] in moving the second read-
ing =aid: The introduction of this Bill to
deal with contagious diseases in bees re-
deems a promize to the Western Awunstralian
Beekeepers’ Association  that  Parliament
would he eonsulted in regard to up-to-date
legislation to safegnard the rapidly improv-
ing honev production of the State. Thivty-
une years ago, when the industry was in its
infaney, Parliament disclosed its  interest
by passing the Contagious Diseases (Bees)
Aet. That Act was assented to in 1899,
Yor many years past the Department of
Agrienlture have known and the Beekeep-
ers’ Association have heen insistent that that
legislation was gnite out of date, and for
the last 10 vears it hus heen elearly appar-
ent that if the provisiens in it for the pre-
vention and suppression of diseases in hees
were Dot reviewed and bronght inte line
with advanced legislation in other countries,
thore engaged eommereially o the industry
in Western .\ustralia  were in danger of
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losing their means of livelihood by their
apiaries becoming diseased through infee-
tion from unclesn apiaries. The Act of
1899, which is now in force, is a short and
inecomplete meazure; and hecanse of its ob-
vious weaknesses the honey industry, as it
is to-day, is in no way indebted to it. In
an attempt to buttress that Aet, regulations
to control disease were gazetted, but they
have been found wanting in power to
stamp out disease; and hecanse the industry
is Imperilled by the persistence of disease
it is hoped that members will approve of
the thoughtful proposals in this Bill to
cope with the serious inroads on the stability
of the industry. If the Bill be passed, the
competent  officers of the Department of
Agriculiure ave confident that it will de
much for the avoidunce of the devastation
of epidemics and for the permanence of the
imdustry. The honey and beeswax industry
of Western Anstralia is now becoming evi-
dent, and if we are watchful of its welfare
it will very soon satisfy onr domestic needs
‘to the exclusion of honer produced eise-
where. It is clear, if the local industry con-
tinues the progress of recent years, that the
date iz not distant when our heekeepers
will be able to participate in the export
trade as they did to the extent of 151,025
Ibs. uf huney, valued at £2,325, in 1923-24,
and to the extent of 100,664 lhs. of honey,
valued at £2351, in 1926-27. The produe-
tion of honey in this State varies from year
to year on account of the fact that most of
i1t 15 obtained from the eucalyptus forests.
There is a great vaviety of encalyptas trees,
many of which miss flowering for two or
three years. Oceasionally two of the prin-
cipal varieties will flower in the same year,
and, given suitable weather conditions,
there is a bumper crop, such as was ob-
tained in 1923 and 1926.  The principal
sources of good standard honeyv arve the
wandoo or white gwn, and the marri or red
gum, Brees kept in frame hives are much
more productive than in box hives. By
“box hive” is meant a plain bux in which
there are no interior fittings. In 1926 the
average production from hox hives was
13.2 lbs, whereas from frame hives it was
51.3 1bs. Owing to education and instroetion,
there are now very few hox hives in exist-
ence. The statistics for 1929 show only
412, whereas the average for the previous
four years was 1,349, Back in 1915 West-

747

ern Auwstralia produced 122125 1bs. of
honev and 4,584 1bs. of heeswax, valued re-
spectively at £1,659 and £249. In the in-
tervening vears great progress has been
made, and in 1929 the production of homey
veachel 612,938 Ihs, valued at £10,788,
and in the same year the output of
beeswax was 10,41%  lbs, valued at £700.
Against the local produetion of 1929, 111,-
335 s, of honey and 5,031 lhs. of bheeswax
were imported. The value of those imports
totalled £3,546 and £442 yespectively. The
import figures from 1920 to 1929 show that
we have imported annuvally from 104,000
Ihs. to 304,000 ibs. of honey. Those figures
exemmplify the need to encourage the loecal
industry to meet the loeal demand and to
cuftivate requests for our own loeal produet,
Last vear our beekeepers possessed 11,358
frame hives, of which 10,233 were produc-
tive and 1,125 unproductive. In addition
there were 412 hox hives, of which 275 were
productive and 137 unproductive,  From
those hives, as previously stated, we ab-
tained 612,938 lbs. of honey valued at £10,-
788, and 10,419 lbs. of beeswax valued at
€700, Those figures are taken from the
records of the Government Statistician, who
helieves thaut many unrecorded hives exist
and that if the produce of them was known
the iocal production figures would be con-
siderably increased. The production figures
demonstrate that the industry in Western
Anstrulia is a wvaluable asset and well
worthy of the care proposed to be extended
to it. The Bill ie framed on lines similav to
the Victorian and New Zealand Acts, and
members will note that all its provisions
are designed solely to permit of action being
taken to control and prevent the spread of
disease. In the assembling of its clauses
the views of the Beekeepers’ Association re-
ceived earnest consideration, and it has the
pleasant feature that it does not contain
auy restrietive provisions to annoy traders
in honey from healthy hives. The Bill does
not go as far as the New Zealand Act, but
it is very similar in seope to the Vietorian
legislation. The New Zealand Aet is morc
drastie, in that all hives must be registered
and no hives removed without permission
From the responsible department. The re-
sponsible Minister in this State does not
think the industry should be burdened with
a system of registration, nor does he sug-
cest that heekeepers here should be irritated
ny the requirement of a department permit
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in the movement of hives. The native bees
of Australia are small and do not stora
honey in any quantity, and are therefore
not a commercial proposition. The ordinary
wild bees of the bush, as distinet from the
native bees, are the progeny of a mixture
of introduced races such as the German or
black bees, the Italian, the Cyperian, etc.
The pure bred Italian bee is generally kept
by the eommercial apiarist. Recently the
Carniolan bee has heen introdueed®™ into
Australia and is ecoming greafly into favour
as a hardy, long-lived bee. The Department
of Agriculture is at present breeding the
Carniolan bee on Rottpest Island to assist
the indnstry in the improvement of stock.
The importance of good stock is dealt with
more fully in Leaflet No. 302, written by
the Government Apiculturist (Mr. H. Wil-
loughby Lance), which has been distributed
to members. Other leaflets in the hands of
hon. members deal with “The Pollination of
Orchards,” ‘“Bee Diseases—Prevention and
Cure” and “Honey.” They are all from
the pen of Mr. Lance, and members will
find them of great use while the Bill is
under discussion.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But pollination is not
dealt with in the Bill, is it?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: No, but it is dealt
with in the leaflets. Coming to the pro-
posals in the Bill; “Apiary” means any
place where bees or beekeepers’ appliances
are kept. It is estimated that there are be-
tween 500 and 600 beekeepers in the State.
Also, as Tar as 13 known, there are 11,358
frame hives and 412 hox hives. A box hive
is a reeeptacle inlo which bees are put, but
it has no interior fittings and cannot he in-
spected without the entting or breaking of
the comnbs. A frame hive i one in which
the combs arve built into frames provided by
the beekeeuer; ench separate frame being
removable without interfering with the
nthers. The frames in frame hives cost
about 4L4d. cach and there may be from 10
to 40 of them in a hive. A frome hive on a
small scale is on view in an adjoining room.
The Bill refers only to bhees that are kepi.
Ounly bees kept in hives will come under the
geope of the Bill. Tt does not seek to at-
tach any responsibility on owners of lands
in respeet to hees in trees on their proper-
tiex,  Disease is just as serions amongst
bees as in any stock, and onee it gets a hold
in a distriet, it may destroy gll the bees in
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that district in one season. A few years
back the “Isle of Wight” disease destroyed
about 73 per cent. of the bees in the South
of England, and it heeame necessary for
the Government to import bees from Hol-
land to re-establish the industry. The “Isle
of Wight"” disease has not yet made its ap-
pearance in Western Australia, and one of
the objects of the Bill is to safeguard the
local industry against the introduction of
that disease and the other diseases stated in
Clause 3. There are many other diseases
not specified in Clause 3 which at present
do not take epidemic form; but should
they at any time become serious it
will be possible to proclaim them diseases
within the meaning of the Act. In regard
to the term “Officer,” no additional ap-
pointments will be vecessary in the admin-
istration of the proposed measure. All
work involved will be carried out by the
Government Apiculturist (Mr. H. Wil-
loughby Lance}., Mr, Lance commenced bee-
keeping in England in 1902, and had to deal
with the “Isle of Wight” disease in that
country. He came out to Western Australia
in 1912, and commenced beckeeping locally
in 1913. Mr, Lance was one of the founders
of the present Beekeepers' Association, and
he had the honour of heing the first presi-
dent of that body. If disease should increase
to any serious extent in any distriet, and
bees, honey or appliances were moved from
the infected distriet to other parts of the
State, the germs of disease might be carried
to parts that had previously been elean, and
a serious epidemic started. To cover that
possible state of affairs, Clause 4 permits
of the isolation of the infeeied district until
the danger has been overcome. Clause O
provides that infected bees nre not tuv be
kept or sold. The most serious disease ihut
we have to combat in Western Australin at
present is known as “Foul Brood.” The
eerms ol that disease are carried by hees,
beg-zombs, hives, applianeces, or in honey. It
is therefore necessary that all of them should
be dealt with to prevent the spread of in-
fection. The notification of disease as de-
gired in Clause 6 is necessary in order thut
steps may be taken for its eradication. The
preseribed steps will vary according to the
disease itself and the hold it has wpon the
colony or apiary, and those steps will he
preseribed aceordingly fron fime to time as
neces<ity demands. The usual powers of
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entry and inspection so essential in the execu-
tion of officers’ duties are sought in Clause
7. In a subelause of that clause it is laid
down that compensation shall not he pay-
able in consequence of any measures for the
prevention or cradication of disease, unless
the same was oceasioned wilfully and with-
out necessity. Clause 8 prescribes that bee-
hives, ete,, liable to spread disease are to
be disinfected or destroyed. That power is
necessary hbecanse foul brood bas been
known to exist in the Albany distriet for
many years. During the season 1927-28, in
Xovember, foul brood was found in scven
apiaries al Albany, and there were two mile
cases near Perth. In February there were
six cases, one each at Collie, Bunbury, Pem-
herton, Denmark, Katanning and Narrogin.
The Government Apiculturist in his report
for that month stated—

As only one apinry was affected in each
distriet, it would appear that the disease had
only just started, but the infeetion was wide-
spread. This fact and also that all the cages
were in towns would lead one to suspect that
honey coutaining -germs  of foul brood
has been recently distributed in the centres

and the empty rontainers thrown out and
cleaned up by bees.

DNuring the season 1928-29, in November,
there were only ihree eases at Albany, but
the disease had inereased at Bunbury, and
200 colonies in five apiaries were affected.
The disease also appeared at York and at
Mount Barker. At Mount Barker the dis-
ease was traced to the purchase of second-
hand hives. In February of the same sea-
son there were only two apiaries affected at
Albany; three of the five at Bunbury were
still affected, and one new case nppeared.
During the 1929-30 season Albany was not
Bunbury still had
four apiaries infected, but only one colony
in each. One case appeared at Waroona, a
colony of bees having heen brought from
Bunbury. In that vase the disease spread
rapidly, and the apiarist lost six hives be-
fore he knew anything was wrong. Therc
was one case each at Bunbury and Bruns-
wick. At Collie five apiaries were infeeted,
and after mueh inquiry and search the in-
fection was found to be spreading from two
persons who had each caught a swarm of
bees and put them into boxes. The bees had
died out, and the boxes, full of disease, had
heen left in the gardens, and neighbouring

inspeeted in November.
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bees were robbing ont the honey and spread-
ing the disease. 1In February last three
apiaries at Albany still had disease, two at
Bunbury, one at Boyanup, and a fresh one
it Mount Barker. Other cases of disease
were dealt with by experienced beekeepers
themselves. Oue man, with over 1,000 hives
destroyed or lost 100 colonies through foul
brood. One reason why Tfoul brood is
so difficult to stamp ouf is because the dis-
eased bee larvae dries up to a hard seale
which contains the spores of the disease.
These spores have been known to lie dor-
mant for three vears, and have then been
cultured and the “bacillus larvae,” the cause
of foul brood, bred therefrom. In Clause
9 it is proposed that the department may
prescribe the kind of beehive in which bees
may be kept in a proelaimed district. That
provision is necessary because bees in boxes
without removable frames are very difficult,
and sometimes impossible to inspect, and if
a serious outbreak of disease oecurs, it may
be necessary, so as to facilitate inspeection,
to have all bees in the distriet kept in mov-
able frame hives.

Hon. E. Roze: What about the wild bees
in trees?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I have already ex-
ploined that they do not come under the
Bill at all. In the event of an officer find-
ing that the bee combs in a hive cannoi,
without cutting, be separately and readily
removed from the hive for examinaiion,
Clause 10 will permit him to direct the bee-
keeper to readjust the hive, comb, or frame,
or transfer the bees to a new hive, within a
specified period. If the apiculturist finds
any hives in such a condition that they can-
not be inspected, that clause will enable
them to be put into such a condition ihat
the provisions of the measure may be car-
vied out. Claunse 11 is important. It deals
with the ravages of wax moth. TIf hives
are neglected or allowed to become weak,
they are frequently attacked by wax moth,
which feed on the wax and pollen and de-
stroy the comb. If they are altowed to con-
tinne, verv soon the whole of the comb
will be destroved, and the bees driven ouf.
The hive then hecomes a breeding place
for thousands of moths, which go out and
attack other hives and become a pest that
neighbouring heekeepers have to combat.
The clause will enable the inspecting officer
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to order the beckeeper to destroy the moths
and to disinfeet in the prescribed manner
within a specified time any hives, bee
combs, or beekeepers’ appliances affected.
Clause 12 will prevent the introduction into
the State of bees, hives, honey, or bes-
keepers’ appliances that have been used for
beekeeping, exeept under a certificate from
the Government Apiealturist or the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in the country of ori-
gin, certifving that such bees, hives, honey,
or appliances come from a distriet in which
foul brood and Tsle of Wight disease do not
exist,

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about the bee
that flies in of its own aceord? Has it to
have a ticket on it?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: There is no justifi-
cation for ridieuling the measure,

Hon. J. Nicholson: I was only wonder-
ing.

Hon. H. Stewart: The Minister seems to
be in deadly earnest about it.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: A similar provision
is found in the Acts of other States. When
the Bill is in Committee & new paragraph will
be proposed to stand as paragraph (e) of
Clause 14 to compel the diselosure to an in-
spector of any inforination reruired by him
relating to any apiary, bees, bee combs,
honey, hives, and heekeeping appliances in
the possession or under the control of the
person approached. The final elause in the
Bill provides for the making of regulations.
In this class of legislation regulation-mak-
ing power is necessary and unavoidable for
the efficient operation of the measure. [
nmove—

That the Bill be now read 2 second time.

HON, W. BE. EIT8ON (West) [5.48]:
T support the second reading, T am pleased
that at last a little more interest is being
displayed in the bees of Western Australia.
I do not desire to put myself forward as
an expert on the subject, but T have read
a good deal recently about the improvements
wrought in other enuntries through attend-
ing to the partienlar species of bees that
are so useful in the pollination of orchards.
Figures that have been published from time
{o time have been astounding. They go to
prove that if our orchardists wish to ob-
tain the hest results from f{heir labours,
they must give <ome stndy o bhees,  This
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Bill is not designed to deal with bees solely
from the standpoint of honey produetion;
it is intended to assist in improving our
orchards. In some countries the increased
production of fruit consequent upon greater
attention heing paid to bees has heen re-
markable. A leaflet disiributed amongst
members includes eertain figures to show
the advisableness of our orchardists giving
greater attention to bees. Disease amongst
bees ecan be checked, provided the people
in the distriet where it manifests itself are
prepared to take the steps indicated by
departmental experts, and the elimination
of disease means a far better fruit crop.
There is no need to speak at length on
the Bill, which I hope will become law.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[552]: I support the second reading and
congratulate the Government on having
moved in this direction. Some years ago,
when I was interested in fruit eulture in the
hills, T made inquiries regarding the influ-
ence of bees on the pollination of fruit
trees. I was surprised at the information
I received, which has heen fortified by the
pamphlets laid on the table and distributed
amongst members. The efforts being made
by the Government to check the diseases
rampant amongst bees, which diseases un-
doubtedly will spread unless action is taken
to prevent them, should be welcomed by every
orchardist in the State. The fullest support
should also he given hy people interested in
apienlture. Let me direct the attention of
the Minister to ihe definition of “beekeep-
er,” In Committee it way be found desir-
able to strike out the words “who allows
hees to be kept on any land owned or oceu-
pied by him.” Bees swarm at certain per-
iods and the man is fairly hardy who at-
teinpts to remove n swarin, IHe may not be
desirous of allowing the bees to remain on
hi= land, but he may not possess the skill
neeessary to remove them, One needs to
know how to handle them, and there ave
very few men who ¢an do it. Probably the
Minister, with his knowledge of the coun-
try, will appreviate the position.

The Minister for Country Water BSup-
plies: Those hees would not be “kept” with-
in the meaning of the measure.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSOX : Those bees would
be on his land only for the time heing and
until they could he removed. I know what
the Minister ha< in mind and he has told
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us that it is not intended that the measure
should apply to wild hees. At the same
time we shounld make it clear that a person
shall not unwittingly he prejudiced under
the measure if bees accidentally zo on to
his property. I welcome the intreduction of
the Bill and feel surve it will receive the
hearty support of everyone interested in
froit enlture, beecause its provisions are
bound greatly tv influence the production
of fruit and that is a most important matter
to the State.

HON, G. FRASER (West) [5.57]: I sup-
port the Bill. The weakness of the measure
appears to be that vegistration is not made
compulsory. No great hardship would he
imposed on any individual beekeeper if he
bad to register. The aim of the Bill is to
prevent the spread of disecase nmongst bees.
In all walks of life the danger arises from
the wnregistered individual. In the fruit
industry, it is not the orchardist deriving
a living from fruitgrowing who allows dis-
ease to be spread; it is the individual with
a few trees in his hackyard. If a system
of registration were infroduced, greater
control could he exercised, and that wonld
be beneficial to the pecple who have the
industry at heart. I trust that in Commit-
tee the Minister will eonsider the question
ol registering heekeepers.

HON. A. LOVEEKIN (Metropolitan)
i65.58]: I support the second reading., I
snggest that the Bill be not taken into Com-
mittee at once, beeause it has just been
placed hefore us and, after casually glanc-
ing through it, there appear to be a few
little points eapable of being improved.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned,

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 24th September.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [6.0]. As
a believer in the principle underlying State
trading, I desire to register my opposition
to the Bill. T recognise that supporters of
the present Government are consistent in
their attitude because, in season and out of
season, they have heen opposed to our var-
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ious State trading concerns. The Govern-
ment are quite within their rights in bring-
ing down a weazure to enable them to dis-
pose of these undertokings, but I am op-
posed to their action hecause I do not think
it is fair theyv should have that right with-
out the final say resting with Parliament.
That is perhaps the only point worth con-
sidering in the matter. A large sum of
money is involved in these varions c¢on-
cerns, and, =eeing that the present Govern-
ment have at no time been sympathetie to-
wards them, I ean understand they would
be glad to bave the opportunity fo get rid
of them. If it is fair that State trading
concerus should not be established without
the consent of Parliament, it is equally fair
to say they should not be disposed of with-
out such consent.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You established the
State Insurance Office without the consent
of Parliament,

Hon., W. H, KITSON: That may be so,
but it has nothing to do with this argument.
I remember a debate in this House some few
years ago with regord to a Bill that was
brought down to make certain alterations
in the conduct of one of the State trading
concerns. It wns desired at the time to
enter into an arrangement with a private
undertaking for the purpose of assembling
and deuling with agricultural implements.

At that time iiembers of this Cham-
ber took strony exception te the ae-
tion of the Government, as it was

outlined by the ther Leader of the House,
ou the ground that the proposed agreement,
a draft of which had been laid on the Table
of the House, did not disclose certain par-
ticulars.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That was not a sale.

Hon W. H. KITSON: If was a proposal
to enter into partnership with a private con-
cern, Members took up the attitude that
if the Government desired to enter into such
an arranzement, they should plaece all par-
ticulars hefore them. They ridiculed the
idea of giving the Government any vight of
this kind without the full consent of Parlia-
ment.

Hon. A. Lovekin: At the same time you
enteredl into a eombination with the timber
people.

Hon, W. I1. KITSON: The Bill hefore us
is designed to give the Govermment, who are
unsympathetic towards these trading con-
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ce1ns, the absolute right to dispose of them
without the econsent of Parliament. The par-
ticular porfion of the Act referred to is the
proviso to Section 23, which says—

Provided that possession shall not be given
to an intending purchaser or lessee under a
contract of sale or agreement for lease umntil
the approval of Parliament has been obtained.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Who would negotiate
under such a provision as that! No one
would either purchuse or lease.

Hou. W. H. KITSOXN: There is nothing
to prevent anyone who desives to purchase
one of these trading concerns from making
an arrangement that will be sati=sfactory to
the Gouvernment, and the agreement receiv-
ing the approval of Parliament, without any
of the factors heing disclosed that shonld
not he disclosed.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Then this is unneces-

saTY.
Hon. W. H. KITSON: Of course it is
NECESSAry.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you know that
your party objected to this being there, and
wished to take it out?

The PRESIDENT: Order!
member should address the Chair.

Hon., W, H. KITSOX: T know thut from
time to time staiements have heen made in
the House as to what the party, to which 1
belong, has done in days gone by. I also
know that many of these statements were
half-truths, just as muech as the hon. mem-
ber’s interjection is an inferenee of a half-
truth.

Hon. E. H., Harris:
“ITansard.”

How, W, H, KITSON: Although I, as a
member of the Labour Party, take exeeption
to the sale of State trading concerns without
the approval of Iarliament, there may be
uthers whe belong to the same pacty whe
would not take exveption to it. If the hon.
member likes to quote whai some uther per-
son has said, it cannot have any hearing
upon what 1 have s«aid.  Each individoal
member must please himself. 1t is wronye
that any Government should have the right
fo dispose of these concerns without the con-
sent of Parlimnent, MMembers ave display-
inr un entively diffevent attitude on this Bill
compared with what they displayed on the
oceasion of the Bill fo which I have already
veferred. All that was desived with respeet
ty the State Implement Works was to im-

The hon.
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prove the position of those works, and also
to give the farmers better facilities than they
then enjoyed to get agricultural machinery.

Hon, Sir William Lathlain: And the Gov-
ermmnent were to earry the baby all the time.

Hon. W. H. KITSOX: That may be the
hon. member’s opinion, but it is nol mine.
Included in our State trading eoncerns are
several which have been established to assist
various ~ections ol the community. Indeed,
in every ease they have been establisied on
ithe hasis of this ideal, and they have proved
of great henefit to the peaple.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: 1t has proved
a false ideal.

Hon. W, H, KITS0X: That may be the
hon. member’s view, bot it does not coincide
with mine. Most of the State trading eon-
cerns have heen of considerable benefit to
the State, and partienlarly to ecertain see-
tions of the eommunity., What would the
pastoralists of the North do witheut the
Btate Shipping Service!

ton, Siv William Lathlain: They would
do as they did before.

Hen, W. H. KITSON: We are asked to
give the Government the right to dispose of
that service, which is of so much value 1o
the far North, without reference to Parlia-
ment. I am not prepared to agree to thai.
The Wyndham Meat Works were established
for a partienlar purpose, and during recent
years they have been of great value to the
cattle growery of the North It is notl right
they should be disposed of without reference
to Parliament. There are other eoncvrns of
a similar nature.

Hon, A. Lovekin: Why not, if jou ean
make a good bargain?

Hon, W. H. KITSON: The prinviple is
wrong., I know of no private undertaking
that would do half the good for the primary
producers of the State that the Governmmen
undertakings do. There are many phases
of activity connected with State trading con-
cerns whirh would nnt be carried out by u
private lirm, That being so, the {Govern-
ment have no right to dispose of uny of
them without the approval of Parliament
heing first obtained. On these evcunds 1
oppose the second reading.

On motion by HAon. E. H. (Gray, siehate
adjourned.

House adjourned gt 6.12 pm,



